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Our ancient neighbors from the past into the present

history. This month, Fi Fabvssa
takes aloak at some of the tribes that were gur neighbors 00

Chickasaw — In #700, the Chickasaw wers living aboat 100
aral stories indicate that the two tribes were once part of the:
same group. I is no surprise that the Chickacaw and Choetaw
language are mutually understandable and the tribes are close
calturally. Yet, by 300 years agn, the Choctaw and Chicka-
French) and the Chickasaw (allied with the Englizh) fought
each other regularly. Lasting peace was mads in 1755 In 1837,
the Chickasaw moved in with the Choctaws in Indian Terri-
hy[(ﬁﬂma}h:ﬁs&ﬂndrﬂmﬂdmmﬂhﬂsﬁw

blishment of the Chicl Mation to cur west, This is
where Chickasavw Nation is ofill located today.

Alabama — 300 years ago, the Alabama lived to the sast of
they had lived in what is now ippi. Like the Chick
the Alabama have a languaze and culture that are similar to the
Chectaw; and according to some aral traditions all three tribes
were ance a part of the same group, The Alabama tribe's name
maymhm:&edndm]ﬂlase“ﬁl:aﬁmq ‘meaning
Wmhmmmmmmm
Coshatta tribe of Texas lives near the town of Livingston, and.
gee “Creek” Nation in OHahoma.

Tohome /Naniaba— In the sarly 1700, the Tohome and
MNaniaba tribes lived to the southeast of the Choctaw; on the
Tombighes River, above its confluence with the Alabama River,
Tohome, Naniaba language and colture were similar or identical
to Choctaw language and culbare of the time period, although
the Tohome were said to have darker kin than the Choctaw
(Waselkov and Gums 2000). These two small tribes were dosely
allied with the Choetaw, and allowed Choctaw people to stay
smnp.lnﬂ:.H?ﬁus,thETdme\mhajmdhde
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‘meaning “Bread People,” In the late 17005, the Pascagoula
‘maved west, and today some of their descendants are among

Bilood — The Biloos are a Siouan-speaking tribe that may
have originated in the Ohio River Valley. In r7oo, they lived on.
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Houma — The tribe’s name comes from the Choctaw word
“Homa,” meaning “Red.” The Hooma are linguistically and
culturally related to the Chectaw. In 1700, they lived on the east
‘bank of the MEssissippi River, across from the mouth of the Rad
River. In 17of, after an attack by the Tunica, the tribe moved to
the New Crleans area, Today, thousands of Hooma descendants
live in Lonisiana.

tribe, so today, some Choctaw tribal members are 4
from the Tohome and Naniaba,

Mobila — The Mobila were a slightly larger tribe that lnved
om Mobile Bay in s7o0, Under Chdef Tvshkalusa, they had
similar Choctaw, and they had a close palitical alliance with the
Choctaw: The name “Mobila” may come from the Choctaw word
“Moieli”, meaning “To Paddle” (Halbert 1855:68). Iobile, Ala-
‘bama, derives its name from the tribe. In the 1750s, some of the
Iokila tribe joined the Choctaw, others moved on to Louisiana,
Some of today's Choetaw people are deccended from the Mobila,

Pensacola — The name “Pensacola” comes from the Choc-
taw phrase “Pushi Olla,” meaning “Hair Pecple” (Swanton
1952:136). This tribe lived aroond Pensacola Bay in the Florida
panhandle, The Pensacola spoke a Muoscogean dialect, and in
17mmﬁghhngigpnﬂﬂnl‘ﬂﬂlandhﬁ!apmstﬂn
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Pa TheF la lived to the south of the
dmdaws The two tribes were on good terms and their con-
nectedness is shown through similar pottery designs, The name
“Pascagoula” comes from the Chodtaw term “Prlaska Olila,”

lapissa — The tribe’s name comes from the Choctaw
phrase “Haldo Piza," meaning “Hears and Seas,” In 1700, this
fribe lived on the Pearl River, to the southwest of the Choctaw.
Coltarally and lingmistically related to the Choctawan groups,
after a series of movements, they merged with the Houma.

Matchez — The Natchez lived on the Mississipp: Fiver to the
fromis by the French, the Natcher attacked and rowted the local
French sefflement in 1730. In retaliation, the French, and their
Choctaw allies decimated the Natches tribe, Survivors were sold
into slavery or flad to Englich-Allied tribes for asplom. Today,
some individuals living among the Cherokee Nation of Olda-
«of Oklahoma identify themselves as Natches.

Tundea — The Tunica were living near the mouth of the Yaz-
zoo River in 1700, In 1706, they moved in with the Hooma and
attacked them, In the late 17005, Tundca moved to the Marks-
wille area of L Today, their & i ke up part

to the Tazoo tribe is unlmown. In 1730, the Yazoo attacked the
dd:ﬂplmﬁormhvepned&ednﬁzwanddﬂhsm
Chakehinma — “Chakehinma” comes from the Choetaw
phrase “Shakshi Homma,” meaning “Rad Crawfish,” The Chal:-
«chiuma are said to have broken off from the Choctaw, moved to
present-day Arkansas, and then to have been forced back into
and Chickasaw. Fmally, a Choctaw/Chickasaw coalition de-
Taensa — In 17005, the Taensa were living in
nartheast Lonisiana. Through the 17oos, they moved down the
Mississippi River to near New Orleans, and then over tothe
Mobile, Alabama, area, where they presumably mived with Choc-
tawan people. In 1763, they moved to the Red River in Lonisiana,
Today, a formal Taensa tribe does not exvict, but their descen-
Quapaw- The Quapaw are a Siouan tribe, closely related to
the Osage, Kansa, and Omaha. In 1700, they were living at the
junciion of the Arkansas and the Mississippi River. Aﬂlma,

their lands in Arkansas, Today, Quapaw Mation is located in.
northeastern Ollaheoma.
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